POST LAKE PROTECTION AND REHABILITATION DISTRICT
2023 ANNUAL NEWSLETTER

PLP&RD ANNUAL AND QUARTERLY MEETINGS (August 5, 2023)

The PLP&RD will hold both a quarterly board meeting and Annual District Meeting on Saturday,
August 5, 2023, at the PLIA Community Center Pavilion, on Hwy. K in Post Lake Wisconsin.
Leading off the day will be a presentation by Charles Carlin on The Pelican River Forest Project.
It all begins at 8:30 a.m. with the presentation on the Project, immediately followed by the
Quarterly and Annual meetings. All Lake District residents are encouraged to join us on August
5™ to hear about key initiatives underway within the district and to participate in the
nomination and election for two open board positions. The full agenda is found on page 7.

PLP&RD BOARD POSITION OPENINGS

The Lake District will have two board members whose term will expire this year. Anyone
interested in running for these board positions should attend the Annual Meeting on August 5,
2023. Board members are elected for three-year terms. To learn more about the PLP&RD or
the Board positions, please contact any of the current board members (listing on page 3).

PELICAN RIVER FOREST PROJECT PRESENTATION

The PLP&RD has invited Charles Carlin to speak to the Lake District membership about the Pelican River
Forest Project. Mr. Carlin is representing a group called Gathering Waters, a nonprofit organization
working in support of this proposed project. The Pelican River Forest Project is a major conservation
project being proposed just upstream of Post Lake. The Wisconsin DNR and the Conservation Fund, a
non-profit organization dedicated to protecting working forestland, are also working together to
promote this 70,000-acre project.

It should be noted that there appears to be some opposition and controversy about this proposal. The
PLP&RD sponsorship of Mr. Carlin's presentation is intended to be an informational opportunity for our
Lake District membership.

Mr. Carlin’s presentation will begin at 8:30 am on August 5, 2023, and will be held in the PLIA Pavilion on
Hwy K in Post Lake.

The PLP&RD quarterly meeting will be begin at 9:00 am or immediately following Mr. Carlin’s
presentation with the all-important Annual Meeting to follow immediately after the Quarterly Meeting.



SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE PLP&RD
The Post Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District (PLP&RD) is a specialized unit of government that is
tasked with the responsibility of managing the lake. A Lake District is not a club; each property owner
within the district is a voting member of the Lake District. Being that the Lake District is a governmental
body; the Lake District has statutory responsibilities to the lake resource, local citizens, and taxpayers.
The powers and operations of the Lake District are set by law. Our Lake District (PLP&RD) provides the
following services.

o Assist with the overall management of the lake with direction from the DNR, and to

work with other units of government and organizations such as the PLIA.

e Developing and Maintaining a Lake Management Plan

e Weed management, including harvesting of weeds on Lower Post

e Oversees management and improvements of the lakes three boat landings

e Monitor water quality

e Water safety, which includes ownership and management of buoys and signage.

e The district also owns and operates the dam per DNR direction.

PLP&RD COMMISSION MEMBERS CONTACT INFORMATION

General Contact Commissioners contact@postlakes.org

Chairperson John Steber jsteber@ymail.com 920 390-0405
Treasurer Tim Prunty tjiprunty24@gmail.com 715216-2113
Secretary Phil McGrath philiphmcgrath@gmail.com 773-450-5096
Member Andy Joswiak AJA) 98@yahoo.com 715-846-3708
Member John P. Raisleger Jraisleger58 @gmail.com 920-946-8015
Town of Elcho Rep Jeff McKinney imckinney@co.langlade.wi.us 715 216-2530
Langlade County Rep Ronald Krueger Sr  ronnkruegersr@gmail.com 715 216-1136

PLP&RD WEBSITE

We invite everyone from the Post Lake community to visit the district’s website: www.postlakes.org.
The site is designed to be informational, a place to find the latest status and description of the work
undertaken by the PLP&RD to maintain and improve the quality of life on the lakes. On the website you
can find agendas, documents, and minutes for the PLR&RD meetings. You will also find updates on the
Boat Landing Project. Use the Contact Us link on the website button to send questions to the
Commissioners. We hope that the site is a valuable communication tool for the entire district.

UPPER POST LAKE SOUTH SHORE BOAT LANDING IMPROVEMENTS
Renovations to the Upper Post South Shore Boat Landing are scheduled to begin in mid-July of 2023.
Once construction begins, the contractor will have 45 days to complete the project.
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Musson Bros. of Rhinelander, Wisconsin provided the low construction bid of $278,449.79 for the
landing improvements. The Town of Elcho has obtained both a Recreation Boating Facilities (RBF)
Grant from the State of Wisconsin and a Sport Fishing Restoration (SFR) Grant from the Federal
government. The (RBF) grant from the State of Wisconsin is for an amount of $141,831.00 and
the (RBF) grant from the Federal government is for an amount of $113,500. The PLP&RD has
also obtained a $100,000 low interest rate loan, from the State of Wisconsin Board of
Commissioners of Public Lands. These funds can be used only for this reconstruction project.

The design of the boat landing will remain very similar to its present layout. There will be a one-way
entrance and a one-way exit. There will be eight regular parking stalls and one handicapped stall. The
roads and parking stalls will be paved and will include a boat service lane on the west side of the parking
lot. The present 12’ x 22’ boat ramp will be replaced with a 15’ x 40’ ramp, which will extend further
into the water and should help prevent future prop washout problems. The concrete boat ramp will be
anchored to shore using a newly designed sheet pile keyway system, which should eliminate future ice
push on the ramp. Water runoff management issues will be addressed with a filtration rock water
collection area, at the top of the parking lot that will extend along the entire entrance road, leading to a
water collection area at the bottom of the parking lot. A 6’ x 8’ concrete pad will be placed at the
bottom of the parking lot, on which a handicapped accessible portable restroom will be placed.
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DNR FISHERY REPORT & FISH STICK PROJECT PRESENTATION
On Saturday, March 18, 2023, the PLIA and the PLP&RD jointly hosted Department of Natural Resources
representatives Dave Seibel and Taylor Curran to discuss the state of our Post Lake fishery.

FISHERIES REPORT - DNR Fisheries Biologist, Dave Siebel provided data from the 2021 Fish Survey that
was conducted by the Department of Natural Resources. Mr. Seibel explained that the fishery of Post
Lake is in very fine shape, with bluegill, perch, crappie, and sunfish doing very well, with good numbers
of quality sized fish for these species. The adult walleye population is estimated at 2 adults per acre,
which is very good for a fishery with very little natural reproduction and supported primarily by stocking
efforts.

FISH STICK PROJECT - DNR Fisheries Management Technician, Taylor Curran, gave a presentation on the
Fish Stick projects that were completed in 2021 & 2022. These projects were done as a cooperative
effort of the DNR, PLIA and PLP&RD, who all provided funds to help support the projects.



Taylor provided a slide presentation on these projects and explained that fish sticks are a method of
restoring natural wood structure to the lake, to improve fish habitat. They provide overhead cover for
the fish, serve as a foraging/feeding area, help kick start the bottom of the food chain and can help to
protect the shoreline. He further explained that the DNR has been phasing out fish cribs and are using
fish sticks to disburse fishing pressure over a wider area.

The 2021 project took place in Upper Post, in the largest pool of water at a depth of 13’ to 14’ feet and
at least 5’ feet below the surface. This project consisted of 32 trees, mostly hardwoods, all cabled
together and anchored to 50 large rocks. In 2022, a second group of fish sticks were placed in the large
pool of Upper Post, using 25 trees and 50 rocks. A third fish stick project took place in 2022, adjacent to
the island at the southern end of Lower Post.

DNR officials stressed that there are opportunities for additional fish sticks projects in the future. The
data from the 2021 Fish Survey and slides from the Fish Stick project can be viewed at the PLP&RD web
site at https://postlakes.org/.

WEED HARVESTING

The harvesting equipment was not launched this year (2023). The south shore boat landing had
significant ice heaving that made it unusable for launching as the trailer would have hung up on the
ramp. Asthe ramp is being completely rebuilt this year it was not practical to attempt repairing the
ramp.

The west shore ramp was inspected as an alternative launch point. This ramp was found with some
winter freeze damage which makes it unfavorable to launch at this time.

We would like to thank Paul Veldman and Keith Schmidt for the help this spring checking over the
equipment and preparing it for use.

As always we are interested in expanding our volunteer base. You can reach out to any of the PLP&RD
Committee members or by visiting the PLP&RD Weed harvesting section
postlakes.org/committees/weed-harvesting . The page has updated information and includes an easy to
fill out form for us to contact you. In addition to operating the equipment on the lake, some of the
other seasonal duties include getting the equipment checked over, put into and taken out of the lake as
well as some light maintenance of equipment as necessary.

Our communication is conducted thru Email, phone and text as applicable. Additionally regular updates
are posted to the organization website www.postlakes.org.

SHORELAND LIGHTING ON POST LAKES by Andy Joswiak

Post Lake is a beautiful place. With over 800 cottages and homes on the lakes as well as 3 boat landings,
thousands of people enjoy the lakes and their beauty every year. The lakes can be enjoyed both during

the day, with lots of different activities and at night with tranquil waters and starlit skies for all Riparians
and visitors to enjoy.
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In the Northwoods, most everyone enjoys the night sky loaded with stars, planets and the moon. The
night view of the sky and the lake can be quite nice until you peer across the lake to see the glare of
shoreland lighting shining back at you. Most lake property owners do not even realize what their
shoreline lighting looks like from their neighbor’s vantage point across the lake. Many do not realize
their lighting is causing glare. Glare comes from seeing the actual light source, not the light it provides.

Artificial lighting at night is important for safety and to find your way in the dark. It is absolutely
necessary but should be sensible. Balancing the ability to see at night with the desire to preserve the
beauty of the night is the goal of sensible shoreland lighting.

Sensible lighting accomplishes 3 things:

e Eliminate glare by pointing lights downward, not outward. In the case of floodlights, they
should be shielded as to not allow the light to be seen from the horizon (or across the lake).
Bright white lights like Mercury Vapor yard lights and bright LED yard lights are particularly
offensive. Instead, shield the light source from the horizon or use soft orange colored Sodium
Vapor lighting.

e Eliminates light trespass, which means lighting property other than your own.

e Reduces Sky Glow

The DNR has a publication on Sensible Shoreland Lighting as well and some excerpts of this article are
from that publication.

Oneida County actually has lighting restrictions for lakes and of course, part of Upper Post is in Oneida
County. Itis a good overall guide to sensible shoreland lighting. It is printed below in italics.

Oneida County ¢ Regulation of Lighting.

The purpose of this section is to minimize light pollution of the shore land environment without
significantly inhibiting safety and security. This section applies to all lighting on berthing structures or
designed to illuminate those structures associated with berths. Light fixtures which do not conform to
these provisions may be allowed with a conditional use permit upon a showing of special circumstances
affecting safety, security, or general public interest. Non-conforming lighting in existence on the effective
date of this section must be brought into compliance within five (5) years.

1 Flashing and rotating lights are prohibited.

2 Lighting inside a boathouse and intended to illuminate its interior is permitted.

3 Lighting on exteriors of berthing structures shall be fitted with opague shields to prevent direct visibility
of the lamp to persons on public waters or adjacent lands more than 50 feet beyond the berthing
structure.

4 Lighting not mounted on a berthing structure but designed to illuminate a berthing structure or its
immediate vicinity shall comply with subparagraph 3 above.

5 Lighting installed on, or intended to illuminate, seasonally used berthing structures shall be turned off
when not required for safety or security.



6 Public marinas may install illuminated signs with opaque shaded or shielded lighting that provide
information pertaining to applicable federal state or municipal rules and regulations relating to
electrical, fueling, waste and sewage disposal or other safety and environmental matters. Such sign
illumination shall not be visible off the berth structure See the International Dark Sky Association web
site for a comprehensive list of state/local ordinances (http://www.darksky.org).

So go ahead and check your shoreland lighting from across the lake in the evening to make sure your
lights are not providing glare to your neighbors across the lake. This certainly will make Post Lakes more
enjoyable for all, especially after dark.

APRIL 2023, HIGH WATER EVENT

In April of 2023, the Post Lake area had a rather significant snowpack and during the week of April 9" the
area experienced unseasonably warm weather with temperatures reaching as high as 80 degrees.

The rapidly melting snowpack caused lake levels to rise quickly and overflow some shorelines.

Overall, the dam operated as designed, but it can only discharge a limited amount of water. Most of the
time, the dam adequately handles the runoff. It is only in extreme situations, such as what happened
this past April that the dam struggles to keep up with the runoff. The dam has three adjustable gates
that were opened to their maximum height as lake levels continued to rise. There have been in the past
and there will be times in the future when Mother Nature overwhelms the dams’ capacity to discharge
water, and this can happen at any time of the year. Property owners are reminded that floatable
equipment such as pier sections should be secured to prevent loss of equipment. It should also be
noted that drought conditions, such as we experienced in June of this year, can cause the water levels to
drop below our desired minimum. The Lake District is committed, to the best of our ability, to maintain
the lake at its desired level. However, our lake is a reservoir that is controlled by the dam, thus our
water levels are subject to undesirable changes because of the weather and what takes place upstream
at the Little Rice Lake dam.

SLOW NO WAKE

Lake District board members have been receiving complaints that some people, are failing to operate
their vessels at Slow No Wake speeds while operating in the channel between Upper and Lower Post
Lakes. Operating at Slow No Wake is defined as operating at a minimum speed required to maintain
steerage. It should also be noted that boats are to be operated at slow-no-wake when operating within
100 feet of shore and PWCs (Jet Skies) must operate at slow-no-wake while operating within 200 feet of
shore. PWCs are also required to operate at slow-no-wake when passing within 100 feet of another
watercraft.

SHORELINE MANAGEMENT AND RESTORATION

Property owners can obtain valuable information on how to maintain and restore their shorelines by
visiting the districts web page at www.postlakes.org and going to the bottom of the front page and
clicking on Shoreline Restoration. Langlade County is also an excellent resource and valuable shoreline
management information can be found at https://www.co.langlade.wi.us/departments/land-records-
and-regulations/shoreland-restoration/restoration-planning/
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POST LAKES PROTECTION & REHABILITATION DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMBIKBIONERS Quarterly and Annual Meeting Agendas
Plus, Notice of Presentation on the Pelican River Forest Project

PLIA Community Building, 8684 County Road K, Elcho, WI 54428
Saturday, August 5, 2023

8:30 a.m. - PRESENTATION ON THE PELICAN RIVER FOREST PROJECT
By George Carlin, Director of Strategic Initiatives at
DFOKSNI 21 §SNBRY 2ArAa02yaiayQa !'fftAllyOS ¥F21

9:00 a.m. - QUARTERLY DISTRICT MEETING AGENDA
1. Call the meeting to order
2. Approve meeting minutes from May 20, 2023
3. I LILINRE @S ¢rhpbrt fér orNtsuEh&iperiod
4. Committee & Coordinator Reports
a. Boat Landing Committee - John Steber
i. Status of the Upper Post South Shore Boat Landing, Renovation Project
b. Web Site Development & Management - Phil McGrath & Rose Prunty
i. Dedicated Email - Accounts for Board Members
c. Other Committee Reports
Old Business
New Business

Any non-action items that can legally be discussed
Adjourn

© N oW

Immediately following the Quarterly District Meeting

2023 ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING AGENDA

Call the meeting to order

Approve meeting minutes from August 6, 2022

2022 -2023 Audit Report

Presentation and vote on the 2024 Annual budget ¢ Tim Prunty & Steve Brettingen
Old Business

Nominations and election for open board positions

NowuhkwhNe

Adjourn
(Following adjournment board members will appoint 2023 - 2024 Board Officers and
make 2023 - 2024 committee assignments)



PLP&RD Proposed 2024 Budget

POST LAKE PROTECTION & REHABILITATION DISTRICT
PROPOSED 2024 BUDGET SUMMARY

(Including Boat Landing Improvements)

Current Current 2024
Preceding Year Year Next
Year Jan - May Jan - Dec Year
(Actual ) (Actual ) Estimated Proposed
Revenues
Tax Levy $ 35,003 $ 25,504 $ 35,000 $ 35,000
Grants - - - -
Loan Proceeds - - 100,000 -
Interest Income 807 2,388 5,800 2,400
Carryover - Non-designated 35,341 70,617 70,617 62,017
Carryover - Lake Study Fund 30,000 - - -
Boat Landing Fees 3,214 248 3,000 3,000
Total Revenues $ 104,365 $ 98,757 $ 214,417 $ 102,417
Cost/Allocation
Capital Expense * (2024) 1,084 - 5,000 25,000
Capital Expense - Boat Landing (Main) 11,587 21,200 120,000 -
Dam Tending and Related 3,643 1,500 4,000 5,000
Plant Control - - - -
Insurance 6,013 5,513 6,000 6,000
Lake Study and Related - - - -
Legal and Accounting 2,565 2,190 3,000 3,200
Meeting, Newsletter, Office 2,301 678 2,700 2,300
Memberships 800 - 900 1,000
Note Payment - - - 12,638
Payroll Taxes 275 115 300 500
Portable Toilet 2,045 - 2,000 2,000
Rent Expense / Miscellaneous - - 1,200 1,200
Repairs and Maintenance 21 - 2,500 2,500
(Includes Trees)
Utilities 579 322 800 800
Water Safety/Monitoring 385 - 2,000 2,000
Weed Harvesting 2,450 193 2,000 12,000
Total Costs/Allocations $ 33,748 $ 31,711 $ 152,400 $ 76,138
Balance $ 70,617 $ 67,046 $ 62,017 $ 26,279
Designated Reserves 12/31/2022 12/31/2023
Harvesting Equipment - Truck 15,000 15,000
Lake-Study Fund/Follow-up 5,000 5,000
*Capital Expense (2024 Budget) 2024
Dam/Gate Repair 10,000
Boat Landing - West Shore 10,000
Other 5,000
Total

$ 25,000



